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time, we meet with that discrimination of treatment in law
according to the caste of persons, which is a characteristic
feature of Hindu law. In order to give an adequate idea of
this, we may give in full the penalties for abuse or defamation.
If the offender and the offended belong to the same class
the fine is only 250. The following table shows the amount
of fines when the two parties belong to different castes.

Offender            Offended                     Penalty

(Figures denote
Amount of fine)

Brahmana             Ksatriya                          1,000

Do                     VaiSya                              500

Do                     Sudra                                250

Ksatriya               Brahmana                       2,000

Do                     VaiSya                            1,000

Vaigya                   Brahmana                       5,000

Do                     Ksatriya                         2,000

x Do                     Sudra                             1,000

Sudra                    Brahmana                      Death

Do                     Ksatriya                          5,000

Do                     VaLsya                            2,000

The regulations exactly follow Manu-samhitS (VIII. 267-269),
if we regard the unit, to which the amount of fine refers, as
one-twentieth of that used in Manu. The Javanese law-book,
however, gives a complete statement, and further adds that
a Caijdtela who defames a Brahmana should be put to death.

Similarly, the rules about the assault closely follow those of
Manu. The famous dictum of Manu, that "with whatever
limb a man of a low caste does hurt to (a man of the three)
highest (castes), even that limb shall be cut off" (VIII 279),
is reproduced with the specification of the limbs. As a matter
of fact many of the penal laws about assault, hurt, theft,
robbery, plunder,cattle-lifting, damage or destruction of property,
and adultery are taken directly from Manu, and the following
passages from this law-book are reproduced with little or no